
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lama tɛ ñǝntǝ 
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 Cɔntɩ nɛɛr rɛɛ-ɔna nnɔɔn a ka wɛ wʋsǝ 
2003 taa. Aŋku na ɩ laar wa ka ci sɨkulwisɨ kǝna 
nɩ wa lakǝ nampɨn lǝɖǝ. Ka wonɔnɔ a pǝ wʋsʋ 
cɔntɩ raan ɖɛɛ na, wʋlɖa maa-wa maartǝ ka 
tɛmpǝ ka tapǝlʋ rɛɛ. A kpem tǝn n'a yeʋ-wa. 
Aŋku na ɩ laar, wa tɛɛsǝn-na kpem. 
 

 Alʋwatǝ ntǝ wa kampa wa kpoon na, nɩ 
wa ñʋtǝn rɛsǝ na, wa naa kpɔɔnhɔn ka taman 
kʋɖǝm, ka ka ñɩɩ ka cela rɛɛ ka kɔn, nɩ mantasen 
kpoon na ka nɔ, ka se ren ka tǝn ka kɔn na wa 
rɛɛ. Aŋku tam ɩ laar sɛ, !sǝnɖǝ. Yo ŋka ñǝl ka 
mǝtǝnin ɖɛɛ n'ɩ naa raka k'atɛ. Wa hoŋkʋ sǝmpǝ. 
Ka kampa ka tal wontǝ na, ɩ sʋ raka ŋka n'ɩ maʋ 
hɔn ŋka, ama, ka ta sǝʋ.  
 

 Ɖǝn'ɔlɛ nafatǝ kpa ɩ laar nɩ rǝ se rǝ ko rǝ 
kpoon. Ʋ laʋ sǝmp'ɔ wontǝ na, akanɖa nɩʋ 

Kpɔɔnhɔn na sɨkulwisɨ nsǝr 
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kʋkoɩsǝ rǝ halala, nɩ wa kpa wa rahoma, wa se, 
wa wal, wa katǝn wisɨ nsǝ. Wa tal wontǝ na, 
nnɔɔn Aŋku car ɩ tɛ n'ɩ kʋ kpɔɔnhɔn ŋka n'ɩ hɩsǝ 
atɛ. Ɩ kʋ-ka wontǝ n'ʋ kpǝr na, ɩ nantǝ makǝ 
kpakpakpa. Akanɖǝ nɛɛr kpa-ɩ, lɛ waa-ɩ lɛ suur 
taa, wa rɛ wa kpen-ɩ. Ɖǝn'ɔlɛ ɩ kpa hɔn ñǝntǝ n'ɩ 
cɛɛsǝ-wa. Akanɖa ko sɛ, !aʋ, n ñun sara kǝna, nɩ 
hɔn ŋka ta rǝm-n.  
 

 Kpɔɔnhɔn ta sar asarʋ. Ka rǝm-n, ntǝr tan 
s'a laʋ, n sǝkǝ kǝna. 

     AGUE Kokou 
 

      Awǝsǝr 
 Ayʋkʋ nɛŋkʋr-ɔna mǝ li lɛɛya nnasa rɛɛ ka 
ntaʋŋ tɛɛ, mǝ rɛ na sanɖañɛ taa. Mǝ kʋr wontǝ 
na, mǝ walʋ na taar kǝlɛ. Mǝ wɛ ñǝmpʋ t'ɔ 
wontǝ na, mǝ wɛ mǝ yi Asɛ yentǝ. Mǝ wal cǝkɔ 
ka wontǝ na, mǝ nantǝ kaa, mǝ pǝ naa sɛ mǝ 
lakǝ sǝnɔ? Mǝ kʋsǝ mǝ ñǝsa n'asɛta sɛ mǝ naa 
haa mǝ tal kpɨlu na, mǝ ta tal. Nnɔɔn ʋ wɛ 
tawunɖɨ ka tǝn, m'a naa sɛ nwʋr mǝ laʋ sǝnɔ?  
 

 Mǝ wʋsʋ, mǝ tal harcar naal ka wontǝ na, 
mǝ naa awǝsǝr nɖǝr-ɔna mǝ ñǝsata sǝn. Awǝsǝr 
nɖǝ sǝnɖǝ rǝ ñǝlʋ-m, rǝ cutu rǝ tɛ, nafatǝ kpa-m, 
nɩ mǝ kul mǝ fetǝ atɛ, mǝ maʋ kʋkoyɔ ka ren ka 
tǝn. Ɖǝ wʋsǝ rǝ kɔn na mǝ rɛɛ.  
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 Ɖǝn'ɔlɛ mǝ wʋsa mǝ naa akanɖafal nɛɛr-ɔ  
ɩ yaa tǝpo ka pom, pom. Mǝ ko mǝ nɔ taa sɛ, ɩ  
lɛɛ-m. Akanɖafal se n'ɩ kan, ɩ wɔsʋ-m s’ar lapa 
kǝna? Akanɖafal tal sǝmp'ɔ wontǝ na, ɩ lǝsǝ 
kpacǝr s'ɩ kʋ awǝsǝr nɖǝ.  
 

 Awǝsǝr wʋl n'ɩ kpa kpacǝr n'ʋ rɛ n'ʋ sal. A 
ta sǝm sɛ akanɖafal ñɩ n'awǝsǝr wa tǝŋkǝ ñǝmpʋ 
woŋkɔ? Mǝ nantǝ paasǝ mapǝ, n'ʋ tasǝ wontǝ 
na, ʋ kanɖǝ atɛ-ɔlɛ. Ɖǝn'ɔlɛ mǝ fisɨ rǝfaa. Mǝ 
wʋsǝ mǝ kpem.  
 

 Sǝmp'ɔna ʋ ta mona s'a li aho. Aho taa 
mpar wɛ ka wa-l lakǝ wa-l tǝmǝr, wa pǝ ci s'a 
pɨtɨ-wa. 

 Theodore DIOTEMBA 
 
   Lakʋ waɖǝ 

 Ayʋkʋ nɛŋkʋr-ɔna 
Kɔkʋ liwa s'ɩ walʋ lakʋ. 
Ɩ sʋ ɩ k-acaɖǝ na ɩ 
manɖʋ s'ɩ rɛ. Ŋkʋ 
alʋwatǝ ntǝ taa hǝn na  
a takǝ sɛʋ mɨn. Kpena 
nya wɛ ñan na, na tʋrǝn 
ñɩ wɛ ren na, ya ka 
kalʋwa, ya takǝ kpoola.  
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 Kɔkʋ kʋr wontǝ s'ɩ maa ñǝmpʋ taa na, ɩ  
na mɨn kǝlɛ ñɩ wuu laʋŋ. Ɩ rɛ n'ɩ se n'ɩ walʋ na 
ñɩ taa. Ɩ tal wontǝ na, ɩ na ñaarǝn na ñɩ wisɨ ka 
wa se wa kɔn na ɩ rɛ, ɩ pǝ na s'ɩ lakǝ sǝnɔ s'ɩ tɛl. 
Ɩ ñǝl tu rawʋlɔ n'ɩ se n'ɩ kpa. Ñaarǝn ñɩ kan ñɩ 
kootǝ tu ŋkʋ kɨɖɨ.  
 
 Ŋkʋ ɩ kpa rawʋlɔ ŋka rɛɛ na, mɨn wɛ n'ʋ 
wuu ka kutɨhuɖɨ tɛɛ. Ʋ ta lʋl, rawʋlɔ ŋka kul   
ka fetǝ na-ɩ, nɩ tu afǝlo maʋ ñaarǝn ñɩ, ɩ manɖʋ 
yaa rǝ kpaɩ, ñaarǝn se ñɩ tǝn, n'ʋ yeʋ Kɔkʋ ka ɩ 
kʋɖǝm.  
 
 Ɩ kʋr n'ɩ kpoon ka ntǝr ta laʋ-ɩ. Ɩ ñʋtǝn ɩ  
tɛ wontǝ s'ɩ tasǝ lem na, ɩ naa rɩ kǝlɛ lɛ kɔsǝ wo 
t'ɔ ñǝmpʋ taa. Kɔkʋ pǝ na s'ɩ lakǝ sǝnɔ s'ɩ tɛl n'ɩ 
kpem. Ɩ wal n'ɩ kʋm ñɩtǝ, n'ɩ kan n'ɩ rǝ lekɔ n'ɩ 
sɛʋ mɨn. Ɖǝn'ɔlɛ rɩ kʋra n'ɩ se n'ɩ rɛ. Kɔkʋ hiu 
ñǝmpʋ kǝlɛ n'ɩ kpem n'ɩ sir ɩ ci ka wontǝ lapa 
na.  
 
 Ɩ ci haa-ɩ lɛn n'ɩ sir sɛ nnǝ a takǝ sɛʋ mɨn, 
a pǝ walʋ lakʋ, wontǝ rɛɛ na, ñɩtǝ taa kpena nya 
wɛ ñan na wonya wɛ ren na, ya takǝ kpoola 
awɔr kʋɖǝmǝr taa.  
     ARATIME  Lucien 
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Mǝ katǝn kaaɖǝ nɖ'ɔ raasǝ pɛlʋ taa na. 
 Mǝ ka kʋr yo ka wontǝ na, nnɔɔn mǝ 
kaasǝ karsʋ na, mǝ ri tam-m sɛ mǝ kan n'a wal 
ɖaasǝ pɛlʋ ka sɩʋ taa. Ɖǝ wala rǝ tal sɩʋ t'ɔ 
wontǝ na, mǝ kpa kɨɖɨnkɨɖɨn tu rɛɛ mǝ pɛl kʋ 
ahulasǝ ka sǝ tǝn, mǝ tɨsɨ atɛ, mǝ kpa taman 
naʋl ñʋn rɛɛ, mǝ laʋ kʋɖǝmtǝ ntǝ.  
 

 Taman naʋtɨsɨ ñʋn rɛɛ-ɔna mǝ wɛ mǝ  
pɛlʋ, nɩ mǝ kan mǝ pɛlʋ ahulo nɛŋkar nɩ ka    
laʋ ntǝr-ɔna ka tan kʋɖǝm rɛɛ kpakɨra. Ahulo    
pɛl-na mǝ walʋ atɛ-ɔlɛ yɔʋ, mǝ cekǝtʋ tǝŋkǝ kʋ 
lɔntǝ tu ŋkʋ kumǝr taa, mǝ sɨsɨ rǝ cɔnta s'a wuu 
huru ka rayo rɛɛ, mǝ kpacǝr tǝŋkǝ rǝ tɛl. Mǝ litɨ 
hʋʋtǝ mǝ taa, nɩ mǝ hɔɔr li. Kanɩ wʋr tan sɛ mǝ 
ta rʋkʋn-ɩ fɛnɩ mǝ tɨu. Mǝ wɛ rǝn'ɔlɛ sǝmpǝ, mǝ 
fintʋ sǝ huru k'a wuu-kʋ n'ahilɨm carʋ-kʋ.  
 
 Ʋ kampa n'ʋ 
tal alʋwatǝ nɛntǝr 
taa, mǝ car mǝ kpa 
kumǝr nɖ'ɔna, fɛn'ʋ 
laʋ sɛ ma pɩsa mǝ 
tɨu tu ŋkʋ rɛɛ. Mǝ 
tɨu kʋ rɛɛ wontǝ 
na, timɨn saa-m 
rǝkpasǝkpasǝ s'a 
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wʋr lem ka mǝ rɛɛ, mǝ tǝŋkǝ mǝ hɩ hɩm ka pǝ  
cɔ rǝcʋcʋ sǝ calǝm, nɩ mǝ nantǝ taa tǝŋkǝ n'ʋ 
ñam. Mǝ tam sɛ, mǝ ñǝntǝ kpǝr sɛŋ lɛ ce. Mǝ ri 
laʋ-m ɖǝhɛɛ rǝhɛɛ n'ɩ tan-m ɖɛ.  
 
Ɩ tan-m ɖɛ ka wontǝ na, ɩ saa-m tuka haatǝ ka 
kɔsǝra kʋɖǝm fɛ mǝ laʋ sartǝ. Ntɛntǝ ntǝ mɩsǝ 
mǝ fǝtǝrǝm taa hal na kɔhǝn n'ʋ tan sǝ mǝ sɛɛ-tǝ 
ayʋkʋ ŋkʋr. Mǝ ri ko n'ɩ taan ɩ tɛ sɛ ar laʋ-m sǝn 
mǝ kan mǝ yo sɛ mǝ rɩ-ka sǝm nɔ taa. Ntɛntǝ ntǝ 
ci-na ntǝr-ɔna kaaɖǝ ñǝntǝ ka yǝr fisu t'ɔ paa. 
 

         KOUMORTOUKOUM  K. Albert 
             

Loormǝlɖǝ Kuco ñǝmpʋ waɖǝ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 Pastɛr Yaʋ ka wal yalkpaartǝ ka Kʋlfɛkʋ 
ka Kʋka wara. Woñɩ kɔn yal na, ʋ wɔsʋ s'ɩ ci 
loor n'a wan pastɛr na ɩ yǝra. Yalkpaar tam 
loormǝlɖǝ Kʋco s'ɩ wal n’ɩ sʋ yǝra n'ɩ kan-wa.  
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 A walʋ taa hǝn, mǝlɖǝ Kʋco tǝŋkǝ na   
Takpempa kǝna. Awʋsʋ taa hǝn, ɩ tǝŋkǝ na Kapʋ 
s'ɩ li Kara fɛn'ɩ tal ɩ tɛ-ɔ Kantɛ. Nnɔɔn Kʋco loor 
taa wɛ yǝra hiu na naʋna. A wʋsʋ mpǝ taa, ɩ  
kɔn wontǝ n'ɩ tal Awǝncalu na, ɩ katǝn kaaɖǝ. 
Kaaɖǝ nɖǝ na, nɖ'ɔlɛ sɛ mǝlɖǝ wɛ sewa t'ɔ 
wont'ɔ papapa na, ɩ na akpǝɖǝ ka ɩ ñǝsata, n'ɩ 
hʋl sɛ: pɨpɩm pɨpɩm, n'akpǝɖǝ pǝ fɛ, n'ɩ maʋ-rǝ 
rǝkpaʋ, n'ɩ rɛ.  
 

 Ɩ rɛ wontǝ na, nnɔɔn ɩ ci s'ɩ kpa wuro 
kǝna, ɩ sɩsʋ fitɛsǝna, wa pǝ sɩ. Ɖǝn'ɔlɛ ɩ loor  
paasa rǝ wʋsʋ kutukutu, kʋkoɩsǝ mʋ loor ka rǝ 
tǝn sɛ: «!Aʋ Asɛ, !lɛɛ-ra.» Taman kʋɖǝm ʋ kʋsǝ 
Kʋco na loor na rǝ taa yǝra n'ʋ maʋ-rǝ lempʋ 
taa.  
  

 Asɛ pǝ wɛɖʋ kʋñʋnci. Yǝra mpa wɛ loor 
taa na, ʋ haa-wa sen kǝna yǝr ta sǝʋ. Sʋcana 
loor tǝŋkǝ rǝ tal, a sʋ Kʋco na ɩ ñǝmpʋ walɖa 
mpa, n'a wan-wa rakʋta, a haa-wa kɔɔya n'ʋ fɛ 
wa rɛɛ.  
 

 Mǝlɖǝ Kʋco tal wontǝ n'ɩ cɛɛsǝ-tǝ ɩ yal na, 
lɛ sir-ɩ sɛ yapar taa kpena hǝn a pǝ makǝ-ya, a 
kootʋ-ya kǝna wontǝ rɛɛ na, ya kpena, alǝliya 
kǝna. 
     AGNON Kotri 
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Mǝ katǝn kaaɖǝ ka Kara taa. 
 Ayʋkʋ nɛŋkʋr mǝ wal Kara kɔrʋ taa. Ɖaan 
kan n'ʋ raan wontǝ na, mǝ kʋr mǝ wal mǝ raa 
tɛ‑ɔ lɛ ci yalayo. Mǝ tal ɩ tɛ-ɔ wontǝ na, rǝ cɔ 
sartǝ ka tǝn. 
 
 Mǝ kampa mǝ kʋr wontǝ mǝ kpoon na,  
mǝ katǝn sʋcana mpǝ ñǝlʋ ahota na, ka ñǝmpʋ 
taa. Wa raʋ mǝ wara na ñǝsǝsɛmɖǝ. Mǝ maa   
mǝ walʋ, wa raʋ mǝ wara wa pǝ sǝnɖʋ. Wa   
rʋkʋn-m sǝmp'ɔ wontǝ na, mǝ lɔsǝ ñǝmpʋ, mǝ  
ta wʋsǝ na ñǝmpʋ ŋkʋ mǝ ka wana-kʋ na. Mǝ  
se sǝmp'ɔ wontǝ na, mǝ tal wo. Mǝ hʋ sɛ wa 
kpa‑m n'ʋ kpǝr kǝna.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Fɛ mǝ ñǝl mǝ mǝtǝnin ɖɛɛ, mǝ na 
kpɨlfakǝrǝn ka nɩɩl ka ñɩ wɛ atɛ. Mǝ se mǝ sʋ-ñɩ, 
mǝ kɔsǝ-ñɩ wo ŋka rɛɛ mǝ tǝŋkǝ mǝ rɛ. Mǝ tasa 
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n'ʋ kpǝr wontǝ na, mǝ maasǝ-ñɩ wo taa. Sʋcana 
mpa tal wontǝ na, wa pǝ na sɛ wa lakǝ sǝnɔ sɛ 
wa tasǝ wo. Wa yeʋ-m, wa wʋsǝ.  
 
 Mǝ se mǝ rɛ mǝ tal m'akper rɛ-ɔ ʋ tal-m 
rǝtaltal ka tǝn, mǝ fisu acepa. Mǝ wal wontǝ   
mǝ sir-tǝ mǝ tantaraa na, lɛ ko sɛ popopo, n 
wara sara kǝna paaa, ya sǝmpǝ, nnǝ wa ka   
kpa‑n, n nantǝ yatʋwa. Wa natʋ-n wontǝ s'ʋ   
tal‑n sartǝ ka tǝn.  
 
 Sɛ mpar-ɔna wa ta sar asarʋ. Sǝmp'ɔna mǝ 
pǝ sɛɛ-tǝ asɛʋ hal na sɛŋ. 

 

         NAHANDJADE  Tertius 
 
Ñǝmpʋ walʋ 

 Ayʋkʋ nɛŋkʋr-ɔna mǝ raa Akɩ walʋ Maŋkʋ 
ka ɩ ci cal ka cɛcɛ 
rɛɛ. Nnɔɔn aho 
yiwa, n'ɩ tal 
Maŋkʋ akǝkaʋ 
hɛkʋ t'ɔ wontǝ   
na, ɩ nɩ ʋ cutu,   
n'ɩ ñǝl n'ɩ naa 
tawunɖɨ ka rǝ   
kɔn na ɩ rɛɛ.  
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 Ɩ ñǝl rǝpɩɩ, n'ɩ sǝm sɛ tʋrʋ kǝna kʋ kɔn na  
ɩ rɛɛ. Kʋ mutɨru sɛ hǝmhǝmhǝm, ɩ pǝ na s'ɩ lakǝ 
sǝnɔ. Ɩ wʋsʋ na ɩ wara yaa, ɩ se na lɔ? Ɩ nantǝ 
makǝ kǝna kpakpakpa. Asɛ ñun lǝlǝn nɩ loor 
nɛnɖǝl tǝŋkǝ rǝ tal na mɨn ka rǝciii nɩ rǝ hʋlʋ 
ren ka tǝn sɛ pɩpɩpɩpɩ, nɩ mɨn ñɩ kpa tʋrʋ ŋkʋ 
ñǝsa nɩ kʋ se kʋ maa ñɩtǝ taa.  
 
 Ɖǝn'ɔlɛ Akɩ sǝsǝ loor nɖǝ nɩ kpa rǝ taa na  
ɩ cɛcɛ, wa rɛ Maŋkʋ. Ɩ tal Maŋkʋ ka wontǝ na,   
ɩ cɛɛsǝ ɩ ci ka wontǝ tǝn ɩ katǝn-tǝ akǝkaʋ t'ɔ  
yapar rɛɛ na. Ɖǝn'ɔlɛ ɩ ci sir-ɩ sɛ nnǝ n wɛ n 
kʋɖǝm, mpǝ walʋ aho k'akǝkaʋ yapar nɖǝ rɛɛ.  
 
 Ʋ sɩɩn ayʋkʋ ŋkʋ na, mǝ raa Akɩ pǝ walʋ 
ñǝmpʋ k'aho taa rǝrɛ. 

 

               TAGBATE  Joseph 
 
 

Yǝr nɛɛr katǝn kaaɖǝ ka ɩ k-akalɩ taa. 
 

 Kɔmɩ kʋr honɖɔ ŋka taa a lɛɛ tɩtǝ na, n'ɩ 
wal tɩtǝ lɛɛʋ ka laʋŋ t'ɔ tu nɛŋkʋr rɛɛ. Ɩ tal 
wontǝ na, ɩ kpa tu ŋkʋ rɛɛ, n'ɩ kpasǝ mɨn n'ɩ sɛʋ 
kpɛɛsǝ. Ɩ sɛʋ kpɛɛsǝ n'ʋ kpǝr wontǝ na, tɩ kʋr n'ɩ 
yɔ-ɩ tǝrañɔnta, ŋkʋ tu cɛɛka, ɩ pǝ na sɛ ɩ lakǝ 
sǝnɔ.   
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Ʋ wɛ n'ʋ rʋ-ɩ, mɨn 
ñakǝ-ɩ, ɩ pǝ na sɛ n 
wʋr ɩ lakǝ sǝnɔ s'ɩ tɨu 
tu rɛɛ, ŋkʋ ɩ wɛ tɩtǝ   
ka lu. 
 

 Ɖǝn'ɔna ɩ kpɛ 
sɛɖǝ sɛ cim n'ɩ kʋr n'ɩ 
yɔ atɛ n'ɩ yiɖɨ pɛl.        
Ɩ mɩsǝ atɛ n'ɩ ko sɛ, 
mǝ wulu mǝ yal kǝna, ɩ wɛ ho, na mǝ yo cuŋku. 
Ʋ tasǝ wontǝ na, ɩ na mɨn ka ñɩ wʋlʋ, n'ɩ ko sɛ 
anɔ kǝlɛ, tɛlsǝ-m. Wisɛ lakʋ ci kǝna. Ɩ ko sɛ anɔ 
kǝlɛ ce, lɛ wʋsǝn-ɩ sɛ m'ɔna Kɔmɩ, mǝ wal tɩtǝ 
lɛʋ nɩ tɩɩn rǝm-m mǝ hootǝ nɩ mǝ yiɖɨ pɛl. Lakʋ 
ci waa-ɩ ɩ suur taa, n'ɩ kpen-ɩ ɩ tɛ. 
 

 Ɖǝn'ɔlɛ a tɨsɨ-ɩ atɛ, n'ɩ tɨsɨ añʋn sɛ hǝm, mǝ 
naa na mǝ tɛ. Ɩ yal wɔsǝ-ɩ sɛ, ɖǝ ci, ar lapa? Ɩ ko 
sɛ tɩɩn rǝm-m laʋŋ taa. Asɛ tɛlsǝ-n. Cina ka sir-ra 
sɛ cama laʋŋ kǝna, sɛ kʋ taa wɛ kaaɖǝ ka tǝn. 
Nnǝ n kaa sir-m sɛ n walʋ rǝn'ɔna, mǝ ka ta tɨsu 
s'n wal wontǝ rɛɛ na, kpaarǝn na rǝmna wa wɛ  
rǝn'ɔna.  
  

 Sǝmp'ɔna ʋ ta sar sɛ yǝr wal aho ka ɩ 
kʋɖǝm ka rǝnaa wontǝ rɛɛ na, laʋŋ ŋkʋ ta sar. 

   KOUWI  Yaʋ  
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